Waiariki report to National Executive 26 July 2010

Lynn Gillespie

Waiariki held its AGM in May and re-elected its office holders: Chairman - Sheryl Hewitson;  Secretary -  Deb Martis; Treasurer – Barbara Stewart; Regional Rep – Lynn Gillespie.  At this meeting, we also farewelled Helen van Toor, one of our founding members, who is no longer working in this area.  Currently, we have 28 members, although we expect this number to increase once all pay their membership fees.

Guest speaker at our AGM was Sue Gunn from Waiariki IT’s marketing team, who outlined the services and programmes Waiariki can offer our students.  We also welcomed their new Schools Liaison officer, Jamie Onekawa.  

May was a busy month for the region, with the Rotorua Careers Expo our main focus.  The organisers were overwhelmed by the fantastic support from local schools.  A bus subsidy provided thanks to funding from the Rotorua Energy Charitable Trust was a great incentive.  However, there is some concern this may not be available in future, as the Trust in subsidising the Inzone kiosks for local schools and have indicated they can’t support both.
Following on from the success of his workshop in 2008, we are organising another visit from Mark Watson in April  next year.  He would be keen to do another 3 or 4 venues as well, as long as he has at least one day between each session.  If your region is interested in hosting him, please contact Sheryl (shewitson2000@yahoo.com.au). 
